Clinical Section 809
Progress: Prednisolone therapy was begun in a dose of 10 mg three times daily on 10 March 1976 with Propaderm and emulsifying ointment for the skin. Within two weeks her muscle power and skin texture had improved till she needed no help with her personal care (Fig 2) . She was discharged on 26 March 1976 on prednisolone (5 mg three times daily). At follow up on 4 May 1976 her weight had risen 5 kg and her CPK level had fallen from 272 to 233 iu/l.
Comment
Myopathy is known to occur in progressive systemic sclerosis (Hollander 1974) but is usually benign and clearly differentiated from true untreated polymyositis by EMG and muscle biopsy. In progressive systemic sclerosis all such investigative findings are much less severe than those in polymyositis ( The prognosis of dermatomyositis is more serious in the adult than in the young as the incidence of carcinoma increases from a level of 20% to more than 40% after the age of 50 (Huskisson & Hart 1975) . So far, careful search has not revealed any such malignancy but the possibility will be kept in mind.
The following case was also shown: EEG showed slow wave activity on the left side with phase reversal over the midtemporal region. Technetium brain scan showed an area of abnormal uptake in the area of the insula on the left.
